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I Could very willingly have' fav d- 
my f elf the Trouble of a Preface, 

. , bad 1 not lain under a Necejfity 
of Apologising for the Brevity of 
this Undertaking, which I defire 
the Reader to accept a* follows. 

In the fir fi. place therefore , I do 
aff ure y ou the Perufer of this fmall 
Treatife, that there is fcarce any 
thing .needful to the Knowledge of 
Small-Sword which is not here 
laid down, and that in fo plain and 
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The Preface. 

clear a Method , as mil give loth • 
Satisfaction and Delight to all Lovers 
of this Art. An Art fo neceffary to 
le known , and fo proper a Quali- 
fication for the confiscating a Man 
a Gentleman , that I had aim oft / aid , 

/;* can be none that is not skill'd 
therein . 

Reafon I might alledge 
for the Cortcifenefs of this Work, is, 
that 1 have made ufe but of few ^ 
Leffons , as judging that way moft 
prafticakle, many Leffons being ra- 
ther cloying than InfiruUive ; befides 
that we too often experience , that 
Gentlemen are apt to forget, one 
while they are learning another , by 
which means they fcatce ever be- 
come perfeft in any . 
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And now, were it any ways Vfe- 
fal to my Dcfign, I might ran a 
large Encomium in praife of Sword- 
playing, and Jhow you particularly 
bow England of late Tears has 
exceeded all other Countries herein , 
even France it felf which has long 
loafed its Preference in this re- 
fpeff $ hit this leing the Work ra~ 
ther of a Panegyrift than a Sword’ s- 
Man , I Jhall wave that point , and 
conclude with telling you , , that if 
this Edition finds Acceptance in the 
World , I intend to enlarge on this 
and other parts of it , and ollige alt 
Lovers hereof with a compleat Syjlem 
in a Second Edition . 


H & 
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ENGLISH 
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The Gompleat Tuterour 

OF THE 

SMALL SWORD. 

Scholar. I Having heard To great 
a Character, that you arc a 
Lj compleat Matter, I am come 
to wait on you, to learn that Noble Art 
of Small-Sword. 

Majler. I (hall take a great dcalof.Care 
and Pains to improve you in that Art. 

B The 
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2 The Englifh Tencing-Mafler. 

The Fir ft thing that I muft (hew you is, J 
to put your Body in a good Pofture, 
your Right-Foot one Yard from your 
Left, your Right-Heel to your left Inftep, 
your Left-Hand to your Left-Ear, fink- 
ing a little with both your Knees, but 
you muff bend a little more with your 
Left than your R’ght. 

Secondly , To hold a good Guard to 
defend your Body, your Right-Hand 
muft be ftraight out with a little bend in. 
your Arm, the Point againft your Adver- 
fary’s Right-Breaft, with your Four Fin- 
gers bent under one part of the Handle, 
and your Thumb over the upper parr, 
with the Pummel clofe to your Wrift, as 
you fihail fee in the Pofhire, <src~ 


The. 
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My Second teflon. 

Is Advancing and Retiring . 

Advancing, is to Advance with your 
Right Foot about feven Inches, and Hiding 
your Left Foot after it, taking the fame 
Ground with your Left as you do with 
the Right : Retiring, is to give Ground 
with your Left, and Aiding your Right 
Foot after it. 

' Scholar. What is the meaning of Ad- 
vancing and Retiring? . 

Advancing is, when you have a 
Mind to take Ground of your Adverfary, 
when (Tometime J you are out of diiiance 
of aThruft: Retiring is, when you have a 
Mind to give Ground to your Adverfary 
when he approaches on. you.. 
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My Third Leflon, 

Is Carte and Tierce . 

Carte and Tierce is the two chiefeft 
Thrufts in Fencing, and all other Thrufts 
are but the fame : the former mult be 
given with your Nails upwards, and the 
latter with your Nails downwards: when 
Carte is given, you muft , Hand fall with 
your Left Foot, and ffcep forward with 
your Right almoft as far as you can, 
without (training your felf, which is called 
in Fencing a Longe 3 your Left Ancle to 
the Ground, your Knee very ftraight with- 
out bending, your Right Toe ftraight, 
with your Left Hand falling from your 
Left Ear the fame height your Right- 
Hand is, v in a Line which Ballances your 
Body : This Thruft muft be given the in- 
fide of the Right Arm, looking ftraight 
in your Adverfary’s Face, with your Wrift 
upon the Thruft higher than the Point, 
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then you are upon a Guard the fame time. 

Tierce muft be given the out-fide of the 
Arm, with your Feet and Body in the 
fame order as you thruft Carte in, looking 
over your Right Arm in your Adverfary s 
Face, then your Body is in a good Pofture. 

Scholar. Why muft Carte be given the 
infide of the Arm, and Tierce the outfide ? 

Maft. Thereafon thatthofeThrufts muft 
be given fo is, that you bind your. Adver- 
fary *s Sword when you make them, and 
you are upon a good Guard the fame time : 
if you did thruft Carte the out-fide, and 
Tierce the in-fide, you would be upon no 
Guard, but be in Danger of being thrufted 
before you got off. 

Schol May I not make a Longe without 
bringing the Ancle down ? 

Majl. No, it is not fo proper, tho’ it is 
thought fo by a great many Mafters, for 
this reafon, he that makes the Thruft 
with the Sole of the Foot downwards with- 
out leaning upon the Ancle, cannot by fix 
Inches reach lo far, and a Man does not 
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lie lo firm on his Longe, but oftentimes 
when a Thrull is made' with the Sole 
of the Foot clofe to the Ground, it 
Aides from under them 5 but when you 
make a honge with the Ancle down, the 
Edge of the Sole of the Shooe makes a 
Ridge in the Ground that the Foot cannot 
flip. 

Schol. Pray which is the Parry for Carte 
and Tierce ? 

Maji. The Parry for Carte and Tierce is 
both from the Wrift : Carte mull be par- 
ried partly by the Edge of the Eoile or 
Sword ; Tierce mull be parried with the 
Flat, dropping your point down, which; 
comes with a great weight on your Adver- 
fary’s Foile : you mull be fure to parry 
with the middle of your Foile, partly on. 
his Weak, and your Parry mull come nar- 
rowly from your Wrill, for your Arm 
mull be Hill a Guard to your Body. 

Schol. Is there no other way of Parrying 
Tierce than upon the Flat ? 
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MaJ}. Yes, Tome Mailers teach to parry 
upon the Edge, but in my Opinion, it is 
not To good 3 for if a Thruft come to be 
forced, or with any Strength, the Parry 
is fo narrow, that no Parade can be made $ 
when on the Flat, there comes luch a 
weight by dropping a little of the Point, and 
narrow from the Wrift, that the ftrongeft 
Thruft that is made can’t be forced, and 
ftill on as good a Guard as the other. 

ScboL Is there no other Guard taught 
but yours ? 

Majt. Yes, feveral, fo me a Degree higher, 
fome two Degrees or more : lome teach 
upon a Preem with the Edge upwards, but 
none of thofe above a Degree higher do I 
approve of: I am certain no Thruft can be 
made on the ftraight Guard without dis- 
ordering of it 3 by that means it is the beft 
of all others 3 for no Thruft can be made 
true except the Point prefents from the 
Pummel, and he that disorders this Guard, 
diforders himfclf, and lo may be tim’d 
with a Thruft, for Carte , Tierce , Segoonc, 

or 
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or Flankanade 3 nor no other Thruft can be 
made on this Guard, but he is in danger 
of being hit the tame time 3 for the Guard 
parries ail Thrufts that are made. The 
Objection that lome Mafters ' 'make a- 
gainft this Guard, that a Thruft in Flan- 
kanadc may come in, which is the -moil 
dangerous Thruft that is taught by a 
Mafterj and allowing this Thruft to be 
given, there arefeven to be given upon the 
high Guard, which is moft taught .in this 
Kingdom, which feven are thefe following : 
Carte, Tierce, Sago one, Carte over the Arm, 
Carte under the Sele, cutting over the Poitjc , 
in Carte, cutting in Tierce 3 for this Thruft 
in Flankanade, if it is not taken upon one parte 
of the Foile, he that makes it ishorat tfoe 
fame time, and is as eafily parried as ar\y 
ether Thruft that is made. : 
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My Fourth Leflon, 

Is Sagoone and Tlankanade. 

Sagoone mu ft be given, with- the Nailes-- 
downwards from Tierce fide,, dropping the 
Point, hitting your Adverfary in the Belly* 
near to his Ribs, your Head muff be quar- 
ter'd under your right Arm, rifing your 
Wrift, and looking under it in his Facer 
when this Thruft is given, you muft de- 
cart off, beat on his Foile, then advance- 
on him eafily again. 

Flankanade is a Thruff that cannot be 
well given on any Guard but the Straight 
without much Diforder: this Thruft is, 
given with the Nailes upwards upon the 
aforefaid Guard : you muff engage your 
Adverfary with the Strength of your Foile 
on the Feeble of his, which is about fix 
Inches from the Point, then force your 
Thruft home,, and you’ll run the Point of 
his the out-fide of your Arm, then beat 
on his Foile as you Recover. SchoL 
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Schol. Is this Thruft given no other 
way than this you have ftiew’d me ? 

Majl. Yes, Tome Matters teach it to 
engage on the middle of the Foile, and to 
bring the left Hand about to put the Point 
afide, which much expofes the Body 5 al- 
tho’ that this Thruft takes, it is very 
eafie for him that gets the Thruft to (lip his 
Foile either under or over that Left-Hand, 
and hit him before he recovers 5 then I am 
fure, it cannot be called good Fencing, to 
hit and be hot the fame time $ and fincc 
it is the firft thing that is taught by a 
Matter . to put all Scholars Bodies in a 
good I^ofture of Defence, as well as they 
can, in my Judgment, they ought not af- 
terwards to fhow any Thruft to difordeu 
their Bodies, or put them out of a good 
Pofture. 

Except a Scholar be well vers’d in Fencing, 
and a great deal of Pra&ice 5 then there are 
a great many Poftures tanght by fome 
Matters, as the French , Spanifh, and For- 
ttigueze, with a great many pritty Figures 

C 2 that 
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that are very becoming in the School, but 
thofe are not to be fhown to no Scholar, 
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own Bread:, and makes no opening to re- 
turn a Thruftj as for the former Parry, it 
makes a gr<at Diforder to your Adverlary, 
you may teturn two Thrufts on him. 
Carte over the Arm, and turping Carte 

under the Shell. 

* \ 

The Parry for Flankanade, there are three 
ways. The F.irft is, as you parry Sagoone , 
but not with' your Point fo lowv The 
Second is, from the Guard on the Flat of 
the Foile, with a little turn from the Wrift, 
but not downwards. The Third is, turn- 
ing your Hand in Preem, you may parry 
and thrufl: him at the fame time, as you 
fliall fee in the Boflure. 


\ 

‘Sibol. 
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Scbol. Sir, noV you have fliewed me 
how to Parry thole Four Thrufls, pray 
be pleafed to let me know, how I (hall 
repeat them again ? 

Map. When Carte is thrufted, and you 
parry it^then return Carte , or Flankanade. 
When T%rce i|||hrufted, return Tierce or 
Sagoone. When you parry Sagoone , return 
Carte over the Arm, or turn your Wrift 
■Carte under the Shell. When you parry 
Flankanade, return Carte over the Arm: 
Thefe are the Returns upon thofe Thrufts 
without Faints. 

My Fifth Leffon, , 

Is Single and pouile faints. 

Which muft be given, thus.. 

When you defign to make a Single 
Faint , you muft difingage from Carte to 
Tierce fide, or from Tierce to Carte. 

Sup*~ 


v 
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Suppofe you engaged in Carte to make 
a Single Faint, in Tierce to hit in Carte , 
then change the Point of your Foile in 
Tierce about two Inches*, then when ho 
anfwers that, he makes an opening in Carte, 
when you perceive it, thuuft Cane at him 
as quick as you can, and you may have a 
Chance to hit him: lrkewife do the fame 
in Tierce. You mufl be fure when you 
make your Faints, you oblerve, that as • 
loon as he anfwers it, time the opening as 
quick as you can, and fo you may make 
in the double Faints. 

Scbol. Mufl: I damp with my Foot 
when I make thole Faints ? 

Majl. No, that takes up time*, for if the 
Hand ffoys for "the Foot, the Thrufl is 
much flower, ’.which cannot be given too 
quidk 3 you mufl: always obferve to make 
your Thrufl before your Foot is heard on 
the Ground 3 for every Lange that is made, 
jthe Right PooLcomes with a Stamp 3 your 
.Thrufl mufl be either in the Body, or 
parried before the. Noifeis heard, 

Scbol. 
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Schol Is it proper to make more Faints 
than Two ? 

Mdft. No more are convenient, except 
your Adverfary retires on a good Guard, 
and you approach on him, then you may 
make Faints all the way while he gives 
you Ground, but be fure make them very 
narrow. 

Schol. Mull I not make Faints in Sa- 
goone and Flan\anade , as well as in Carte 
and Tierce ? 

Maft. Yes, your lingle and double 
Faints in Sagoone mull be thus : When you 
make your fingle Faint in Sagoone , you 
mull lie on Tierce fide, then drop your 
Point as you defign’d to give Sagoone, a- 
bout a Foot from your Adverfary's Foile, 
with your Nails downwards, keeping your 
Arm and your Wrilt without yeilding 
with your Foile, for Fear your Faint ftioidd 
be tim’d with a Thruft : As foon as yoii 
perceive that your Faint is anfwer’d, turn 
your Wrift and Foile upwards, ^and fling 
Carte over the Arm on him, which comes 

D in 
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Maft. Yes 3 Sagoone cannot be given on 
the ftraight Guard, except you Dilorder 
it, which may be done two wayes : F/V/?, 

If you lie on Carte fide, you muft difin- 
gage, and advance with both your Feet 
about half a Foot, {looping with your 
Body, and raife his Foile with your Arm 3 
Foile ftraight, and then you’ll keep him 
from forcing Tierce, or giving Carte over 
the Arm, then you may make your Thruft 
in Sagoone , or a Faint in Sagoone, and a 
Carte over the Arm 5 when you are : ip 
Tierce fide advance a little, riling his Foile, 
then make your Thruft. 


My Sixth Leffon, 

Is the German Thruft. 

This Thruft is given on no other 
Guard but the ftraight, and by fome Ma- 
ilers ’tis called a Flankanade 3 it is given 

D 2 in 
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in Tome manner like it, only the former 
is given with the Nails downwards, and 
the latter with the Nails upwards : When 
you give this Thruft, engage him with 
the middle of your Foile on the Feeble 
of his, about Six Inches from his Point, 
force your Thruft with a ftraight Point 
towards your Right-Breaft, with your 
Wrift turned downwards j as foon as this 
Thruft is made, if hit or parried, decart 
off, and beat his Foile on Tierce fide. 

Schol. Which is the Tarry for this 
Thruft ? 

Majl. This Thruft muft be parried as 
you parry Sagoone , then you may return! 

Carte oyer the Arm. 



• I 
1 


My 


Tfa Englrfli Tencrng-Majlcr. 2 1 

My Seventh Leffon, 

Is Cutting over the Foint in Carte 
and Tierce. 

Both thefe Thrufts are given Tierce 
ficle, though one is mentioned to be given 
in Carte j thofe Thrufts are given on the 
high Guard : The Cutting over the Point 
in Carte, is when you are on Carte fide, 
railing your Foile towards your Face ancR 
over his Point ; thruft Carte over the Arm, 
which is called Cutting over the Point in 
Carte : Cutting over the Point in Tierce, 
is when he comes tp/bind or prels you irt 
Carte , then cut over his Point in Tierce. 

Schol. How mud Iparry thofe Thrufts ?. 

Maft. As you do Carte and Tierce] 

ScboL Cannot thole Two Thrufts be 
given on: the ftraight Guard? 

Majl. No ; Cutting oyer the Point in 
Carte cannot be given, becaufe there is no- 

way. 
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way for a Thruft to come in 5 but if the 
ftraight Guard comes to prefs on you in 
Carte , then a Thruft may be taken 5 for 
by reafon of his difordering you, he dis- 
orders himfelf, and then you' have art Op- 
portunity to give it. 


My Eighth Leffon, 

Is Yrefing in Carte, and Tbruft 
in Carte. 

When you defign to give this Thruft, 
then prefs on the Weak of his Foilej 
as you do thus, advance half a Foot, and 
make home your Thruft, and as you re- 
cover beat on his Fbik in Carte. 

Sc-kol. I fuppofe, Sir, when I prefs on 
him I mud not ftay long on his Foile 
before I make my Thruft, for fear of being 
tim’d in Tierce. 

Maft. 


7 
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Majl. You mull not day a Thought on 
Binding, Prefling, or any other Dif- 
order that you make your felf in, except 
you defign to trick him. Amongd all 
compleat Mailers, timing of a Thrull is 
the fined part in Fencing, and how to time : 
Timing is, when a Faint is made at you 
in Carte, ''Tierce, §dgoone, or the Difofders 
of Piankanade, prefling or 1 binding t© fiif 
him at the fame time; for there is no 
way ufed to diforder any good Guard but 
at the Fame time he diforders himfejf; and 
if you fence with a compleat Swords-Man, 
you mull take care to make as few Faints 
as you can, becaufe he will anfwer none, 
but will thrull on every one th^t yo*t 
make. ' - ' 

Schol. Is there no Advantage to be ta- 
ken when another Man times ? 

Mdft, Yes; and though ( as I laid, be- 
fore) it is the fined part in Fencing, yet 
you may hit the bed Fencing-Mailer in 
the World, if he times a Faint, prefling or 
binding in Carte, Tierce , Sagoone , or Flan- 
kemade,, 
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kanade , if in cafe he will not baulk his 
Thruft, but give it home, defigning to 
hit you, and no Man can hit another, 
except he does that. You may likewife 
do this to any Man that repeats the 
Thruft. 

Schol. This muft needs be a great Se- 
cret 5 ptay, Sir, has this Thruft any Name ? 

Majl. Yes, this Thruft is called in French 
Tente contre Tente j that is, Time againft 
Time. When I firft knew this great Art, 
•it was taught me two ways, which the 
great Duke of *Budefield in France firft in- 
vented, beyond any Matters Knowledge 
that was then in France , and with that 
Thruft he kill’d the beft Swords-Man in 
that Kingdom, Spain , HolLuid . , and Italy • 
but by long Practice and Study I have 
found out Ten ways more to give this 
Thruft. 

Schol. Pray, Sir, be pleafed to (hew me 
any one of them ? 

Majl. One way is enough to diftin- 
guifti all the reft. When you come to 

fence 
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fence with an expert Swords-Man, prefs 
him in Carte or Tierce , which opens him, 
*iand difbrders *‘ J yi3fir felf, but tb& muft be 
^your defign, tokry if he >wtfti^ie you : If 
! ihe does it in fTienr^sc s foon as you per- 
ceive the/Fhruft eoming give a turn with 
your Right-Arm and Wrilty turning as you 
give Flankanade, ?he Point of your-Foile Jn 
your Adverfary's fklly, turning your Lefi> 
Shoulder more backward than when you 
are in your Guard,; as you fliall fee in 
. the Pofture. v ^ , 

Likewife you may, do this if he thrufis 
darte, or any other Thrufl: that he makes 
dn Timing, or if you thrui^ Sagoorn- -half 
way at him, not/delrgningka hit, biit to 
parry you 3 if he fhoijld recurn Carte ovct 
the Arm, you may take this Thruft the 
fame way, 'and by this Pofture you may 
I find out, that ifiany Paints of yours are 
tim'd, or if yourThrtifts be repeated, that 
you may Teute crntre Tentc them. 
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: r } Scbol ! Can I have no Advantage of' this 
Thiruft except ' he times me ? - ’ ' ' 

Maji. No 5 for if a Thruft comes with 
a Angle or double Paint; yqu nrtuft thruft 
to the Parrade, becaufe you will not knoy 
■whether it comes in Carte> Tierce , or airy 
other Thruft. ; . 


' SMI How fhall I know a, Faint from 

u Thtuft? : 7 : r ' r :y'7- 


- Mafl. All the Knowledge' that , can "be 
given to know one fjrom the other is this : 
When a Faint is, made, . nothing. moves, but 
the Foile arid the wu|j out when a 
Thruft . comes, you ‘ may perceiyd the 
6ody come along with it^ and this is the 
Obfervation that you muft^nalc^ for all 
Thrufts that are made' 7 coiiie^om^ the 
Wrift and the Hips, but the Faints come 
only from the Wrift 3 and when you 
perceive one from another, you muft 
anfwer no Faints but very narrow, or 
thine them if you can. 

Schol. Muft I look in his Face or ofi 
his Wrift when I fence ? 


E 2 Mafl. 
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Majl. You muft look on his Face,, and 
then you will perceive every thing that 
he does, which is more manly than, to 
be always fixing upon his Wrift, which 
is no certain Rule, the Looks of Tome Men 
being almoft as terrible to Ibme People 
as if they felt the Sword in their Body. 

Stbol, Suppofe I fence with, one that 
Squints, what Obfervation mud 1 make 
of his Eyes? 

Maft. You mud make none at all; for 
there is no Rule in this Cale to be given,; 
and though one Man looks another in the 
Face, yet he feldom or very rarely hies 
him there; fo that aThruft, maybe given 
in any part, of the Body> without the 
Eye's being fix’d on that part where ’tis. 
defigncfc. Y 


My. 

I . ■ 
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My Ninth Leflon, 

; > Is Fine Vafs* 

You muft. prefs on Carte , as you diet in 
the laft Leflon, make a Faint in Carte , and 
thruft Tierce. • - 

Schol. Muft l advance when I prefs, ay 
I did in my laft Leflon ? 

Maft. No, you muft not advance 5 
for you are longer Engaging on this Lef- 
fon than you were on the laft, becaufe 
you are taking more time in.making your 
Faint to hit him in Tierce $ and if you 
fliould approach on him, as you prels, 
perhaps he would time you in Tierce,. 




My Tenth Leflon, 

If Darting the S WO R D, 


This Thruft muft be given when you 
lie on Carte fide : If your Adverfary holds 
a ftraight Guard, give a little Dart with 
your Ami and Foile, railing his Foile up 5 
you muft advance a little with both your 
Feet, (looping very well 3 as fioon as you 
do this, make your Thruft home, turning 
your Wrift under his Shell, then difingage, 
and beat on his Foile as you recover. 

SchoL Which is the Parry for this 
Thruft? 

Maft.- The beft Parry for thi^ Thruft 
is, as you parry Sagoone , you may do it 
the round Parrade. 

Scbol. When is it moft proper to ufe 
this round Parry ? 

'Maft. This Parry muft fometimes be 
made ufe of when you fence loofe 3 if 
you prefs on your Adverfarys Foile in 

Carte, 
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Carte , and he thrufts Tierce , round parry 
him, and hie him Flankanade or Carte : 
Likewife if the Thruft comes in Carte , 
parry it round, and return Tierce or $a- 
goone ; or if you come to parry Carte and. 
Tierce againft the Wall, ' ( which is a pro- 
per Term in fencing) if, either of them 
be forged dii you, the round Parry is good 
againft it 3 or if you chance to draw your 
Sword in the Night, the heft Defence you 
can make is to ufe that Parry 3 for it 
meets with all Faints and Thrufts that are 
made. I would advife you not to iriake 
ufe of it too often in your Fencing in the 
Day-time, but on the two Thrufts above- 
mentioned 3 for the Parry comes with fuch 
a Circle, that if you come to fence with a 
quick Wrift, it will be difficult to parry 
him, efpecially if you come to half Sword. 
If you fhould be forc’d to draw your 
£w©rd in a narrow Paftage, never make 
ufe of it 3 for there is not room for that 
Parrade, your Point will hit againft the 
Wall,, and have no Certainty of it. 


Schol 



■ — 

-3p. TbfMS gJith Venchg-Mapr, 

Scbol. What is the meaning of Thrufl- 

ing Carte and Tierce againfi: the Wall ? 

Mnfi. It is to teach one the Offenfive, 
and the other the Defenfive part 5 to make 
the offenfive Thruft clean at length, and 
to guide his Point, and to teach the Body 
to be in a good Pofture, is a Method 
which all Mailers ought to take with their 
Scholars, to quicken the Wrilt, and make 
them lie firm on their Lmge j and this 
will be the means to make a Scholar fence 
fine and eafie. 

He that makes the Defenfive part, is 
to fihow him how to parry Carte and 
Tierce when he comes to fence, or make 
an Afiaulu 
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My Eleventh Leflon, 1 

, ' ■ . j \ . „ i\ ' * - - - . ; •' JL . . L • ' 

1 If B inding tir freflin*. ' ' ’ 

S'c/jo/i Sir, pray Shew me how it muft 
be done ? 

' \ ~ i * 1 

Maft. When you come to fence againft 
the ftraight Guard, then this Leflon is 
moft proper to be play’d : If you engage 
on Carte fide or Tierce , bind your Adver- 
sary with the Edge of your- Sword about 
Twelve Inches of yours on Six of his, 
which will oblige him to make an opening 
for your Thruft, but befure you do not 
prefs him very low, for fear he fliould 
take the time, except you defign to Tente 
contre Tente , or conter-time him, either. in 
Carte or Tierce, you. muft not ftay when 
you prefs,' but, give your Yhruft as quick. 
as you can, Befure never to draw youi 
Left-Foot after you when you make any 
Thruft, it may prove of; aja ill confer 

h cjtience 5 
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quence - y for if your Thruft ftiould be 
parried after drawing your Left-Foot after 
you, it is impoftible you fhould recover 
before ypur-^dverfary reports you, if he 
underftands any thing of Fencings bur 
advance when you bind half a Foot,, then 
your Thruft will come much quicker. 

Schol. What you fay ftands to a great 
deal of Reafon, and I will obferve your 
Directions ; but, Sir, you tell me that 
Tente contre Tente , or conter-time, may be 
taken on this Lefton 5 therefore pray in- 
form nje how I muft do Conter-time ? 

Mnji. Conter-time is to parry and thruft 
at the fame time. Suppofe you prefs 
your Adversary in Carte, which expo/es 
your Body in Tierce , if that Thruft be 
made at you, parry ftrong, and thruft at 
the fame time. 

Schol. Muft I parry with the Flat or 
the Edge when I make ufe of the Conter- 
time l 

A faft. You : muft parry on' the Edge 
when you make ufe of this, for it cannot 

be 
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be done on the Flat; it is on this Tlirufl 
that I efteem theParrade on the Edge, arid 
for no other. 

Schoi When this Teflon is. plaid on me, 
what Defence muft I make againft it ? 

Mdft. The bed of your play will be 
to flip him, which brings you to your 
Guard, or you may caveat him, or keep 
ftill diflngaging, and then; he can never 
bind you. 


.'.j Xi o . :c * i ;; j. 
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My Twelfth L^fibri, 
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$c/W. ; I, am .very . well, plealed with that 
. Leffon .of pi%ming ( 5 f?f ! I h$d much 
ther know how to difarm a/Mari than to 
kill him 5 tlnexefore pray flhew me how it 
.ijiay be done? 

F 2 Mijl 
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Mafl. There are feveral. ways of Di£> 
arming on the Sword, but none fo good 
nor fo fafe as the Difarming of Carte and 
Tierce , w hich I am going, to fhe.w you. 

When you dtfign to difarm, in Carte, 
the befF way will be firffc to parry him, 
and at the fame time to advance about a 
Foot, bring your Left-Hand betwixt your 
Foile and his Hilt not above half an Inch 
from his Shell, or clofe to it will be as 
well 3 as foon as you do this faife your 
Foile half a Foot from his, give a fmart 
Beat on the Weak of his Foile with a good 
Full with your Left-Hand altogether, 
which will bring it out of his Hand be he 
never lo ftrong, unlefs he fhotild alter his 
Finger, and gralp his Sword as he would 
a Stick, and /then it. cannor be’done 3 but 
he had much Letter let it go. 

If you fbould meet with any that hold 
their Sword fo, or that fFriiggle with you, 
all that you Have to do is, to turn your 
Point towards hrm, and hit him Flaitkanadt, 
but as foon as you bring the Sword out 
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■'bf his Hind Wing your felf in Guard 
again, with your Left-Hand extended, 
darting the Sword, , that fo. you may -be 
/ieady, if in cafe he fhould feize yours, 
jo ftick hj$r With bis, which you have in 
: your Left-Hand, as yo.u. fhalt fee in the 

'Pofiure.. 

; 1 
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Scbol. Cannot I difarm a Man without 
parrying his Thruft firft 2 
. Mafter. Yes, you may, but it is dan* 
gerous to undertake thofe ways unlefs you 
play with thofe who do not underftand 
any thing of the Art. 

Scbol. Sir, pray be pleated to {hew me 
thefe ways, and thofe which you recom- 
mend to me as the beft I will be fure to 

If you play with thofe that are 
ignorant, and engage in Carte or Tierce T 
advance with your Right-Foot clofe up,efpe- 
cially if his Point be higher than his Hilt, 
running your Sword clofe up to his, railing 
his Sword at the fame time, then come 
up with your Left-Foot and feize him, 
whether it be in Carte or Tierce: Yon 
mull be fure when you come to? difarm a. 
Man any way, that you feize his Sword, 
and not his Arm or Write, otherwife it will 
be very ealie for him to change his Sword 
from his Right to his Left-Hand, and fo 
flick you 5 but l would advife you not to* 

under- 


pra&ife 

Mall, 
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undertake this way of Difarming to a 
Man that underftands Fencing j for if he 
perceives your Defign he will diiingage, 
and fo hit you, except you are both to- 
gether in a clofe Room, where neither of 
you have room to Hand on your Guards, 
then this Inclolure is proper, either againft 
a Swords-Man, or one who is Ignorant : 
But I would advife you to make ufc of 
the Dilarms with the Parrade before any 
of the other. 

Scbol. Sir, The Grounds you have here 
given are fo plain and intelligible, that I 
iliall always choofe the Difarm with the 
Parrade before any other, except it be 
when I play with fuch Men as you have 
defcribed. 
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My Thirteenth Leffon, 

i. 

Is Di farming in Tierce. 

When you difarm. in Tierce , parry him 
firft, advance likewife, come up with your 
Left Foot, feize him with your Left Hand 
about half a Foot from his Hilt, with your 
Thumb on the Flat of his, then there will 
be no Danger of drawing it through your 
Hand $ ftep 'a little from him with your 
Right Foot aiid Sword-Hand, turning your 
Point towards him, which muft be out of 
his reach, th?n there will be no Danger of 
his feizing yoy, as you lhall fee ini the 
Pofture 5 not bringing your Point to your 
Adverfary’s Face, as many teach 1.5 1 for 
then it lies in his Power to take hoi<jj of 
it 5 and if hdp.roves ftronger than yoij, h: 
will take the Advantage of tripping or 
ilicking you. 

- , - r -G Schok 

. .. . < > .... •• • < . 
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Schol. When I Fence, how (hall I know 
when I am in Diftance of a Thruft ? 

Waft. When you thruft with one taller 
than your felf, and has longer Arms, and 
ftands wider than you dp, when you de- 
fign to make a Thruft to hit him, the 
beft w^y will be to corne tj^. Half Sword, 
then you are within diftapee 5 when you 
are for making the defenfive part, engage 
but five Inches, and keep him at that 
diftance, tb$n you’ll be better able to parj;y 
him:' but if ypu Fence with one about 
your own height, engage him a Foot off 
your Foile on the fame of his. 

S&ol Which is the propereft Thruft to 
be ufed for a little Man againft a tall Man, 
or a tall Man againft a (ow Man } 

Majl.' The beft Thrufts that a little Man 
can make at a tali Man are, Sagoone, Carte 
under the Shell, and darting die Sword, 
which is my Tenth Leffon; and all the reft 
of the low Thrufts for Tierce and Carte ^ 
and all the reft of the high Thrufts, are 
opt .of- the Line of his thruftingj and alt 
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s ... 

the Thrufts that are improper for a low 
Man, are proper for a tall. 

Schol. If I Fence with one that never 
learned, f fuppofe any Thruft' may he 
giyen, either high or low, to hit him. 

Map. Yes, any Thruft' that is made will 
hit one that has no Knowledge fn the Art : 
but it is as dangerous to Fence with fo igno- 
iraht i Min,* as with one that underftands 
it, except you take this Rule. When you 
Fence with one that has no Judgment, 
and . Fences without Rule or Method, but 
in Paflion, you muff take Care when 
you thruft at him, that he does not Hit 
you at the fame time, which is centre Tente $ 
for he that ,does not underftand Fencing 
may hit one t^at Fences very well, if he does 
not take this particular Meafure. When 
you Fence with fuch a Man, you muft her 
lieve that he does not, know what Parry is, 
and 1 p£rhapfe if you thruft . twenty Thrufts at 
Him, he will not Endeavour to defend him- 
fel'f, but thruft the fame time, and fo hit 

X QU f 
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Schol. Which is the way to deal with 
llich a Man ?. 

Mafi. When you come toTence with a 
Man that; knows nothing of the matter, 
and runs upon you • with a great deal 
of Palfioii, rather give Ground for a 
little way, and defend his Thrufts, and re- 
peat them every time, then you’ll never 
mifs hitting of him $ but if he is not Choi- 
lerick, but (lands on as good a Pofture as 
his Ignorance guides him, then you may 
hit him, and bind him in Carte and Tierce , 
which are the propereft Thrufts to be made 
at fuch a Man, without Danger of Contre 
Tente. It is the Opinion of many Gentle- 
men, that never learned to Fence, that if 
a Man has but Courage, he need not learn 
any other Art : I muft confefs that Courage 
in a Man is a good Property, but Skill with 
Courage is better. I will allow,, if a Man 
be a great Coward, and has learned two 
or three Months, and fhould be forced to 
draw his Sword againft a Couragious Man 
chat nevet knew any thing of Fencing, . 

that 
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that little Learning would be no great Ad- 
vantage to him 5 for feeing his Adverfary 

attacquing him with all Vigor and Bravery, 
would put the Coward into fuch a Con- 
fternation, that his little Judgment would 
be all laid afide. 

But as there are degrees of Cowards, fome 
greater than others, fo the greateft Heroe in 
the World, that knows nothing of Fencing, 
has a great deal of odds againft him that 
will either Fence or Fight with a Man of 
Skill, tho' he may be a Coward. 

Schol. Sir, What difference do you make 
of Cowards, are they not all the fame ? 

Maft. No 5 there is a great deal of dif- 
ference in Cowards, as well as in ftout 
Men j and it is my Opinion, that if a 
grand Coward were ever fo compleat a 
Swords-Man, and came to engage with 
any Man that was brave, his Spirits and 
his Learning would fall as low as the 
Soles of his Feet, and he had much rather 
run away, than (land to fhew either his 
Skill or Courage j for then all his Judg- 
ment 
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ment is loft*, and with fuch the Fight ,» ;« 
between a Coward and a couragious M..;*. 
is equal. 

But for the he&oring Cowards, they 
will Hand a Battle if they are lenfible they 
have an Advantage 3. which is to fhew you, 
that one Coward will fight when another 
dare not 5 the difference of one from the 
other I have very often feen 5 but I would 
advife no Gentleman to truft altogether to* 
his Bravery 3 for every Man is not a Cow- 
ard, and Judgment will encourage fome 
Cowards to fight, as well as the braveft: 
Men living 5 befides, Knowledge cannot 
be a Burthen to any Man that is brave. 

I will appeal to any rational Man,, 
that if two Men of equal Courage fhould 
come into a Field to fight, and one un- 
derftands Fencing very well, and the o~ 
ther does not, whether he that does un- 
derftand the Art has not the far greater 
Advantage. 

Sehol. There is a great deal of Reafort 
for any Man to believe, that he who has 
*• no» 
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no Judgment in Fencing, and engages with 
a Man of as much Courage as himfelf, 

and is an Artift, has Fifty to one on his 
fide. I fhall be always -of that Opinion, 
and it is. not to be fijppofed that any Man 
of Sence can argue the contrary. 

Majl. No Man of Reafon will - yet I 
muft confefs, that if the Artift comes drunk 
into the Field, and his Adverfary iobcr, 
their Judgments are equal 3 for then he 
cannot perform any thing of his Art, all 
his Senles are drowned, and his Prefence 
of Mind is loft 3 and it often happens, 
•that he who is Ignorant gets the better of 
the Swords-Man when he takes him at fuch 
a Disadvantage, and fo he believes he could 
have done if he had been fobcr. 

I Shall now proceed to let you know 
how neceftary it is for all Gentlemen to 
learn the Noble Art of SMALL-SWORD. 

Firjly That it is ,one of the greateft 
Qualifications that a Gentleman can have. 

Secondly , All Gentlemen that wear a 
-Sword ought to underftand how to make 

life 
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ufe of it according to Art, "that, tkey-imar * 
be able to defend themfelves when they 
are forced to draw. 

Thirdly , That no Excrciie or Recreation 
is more whollbme^ for it works all the 
Parts of a Man’s Body, ftrengthens all 
the Limbs, and opens the Cheft; and if 
taught by a good Mailer, it gives a very 
good Air to the Body. 

I would' ad v.ife all Gentlemen that learn," 
or deiign to learn, to argue the Cafe with 
their Mailers, that fo they may have a. 
Reafon : for every, thing that is fhown 
them, which will, 'be’ a great Advantage 
to all Gentlemen that are curious; for 
they may be as well taught in this King- 
dom, as in any [part of the .World, th© 
the French have the Name. 

1 am certain we have as good Mailers 
in England, of Englijb , Scotch , French , Irifh , 
and Germans > as any in Chtiftehdom^ but 
I cannbt fay we have fo many ; yet, I que- 
{Hon ' not but that if, this Art were as 
much encouraged in England, as it is in 
: . H France , 

f *. ■ * * 
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fr4nce i we flioulcj Toon fee as good an Aca- 
demy in London , as any in Tar is, with a Re- 
fort of Gentlemen of all Nations ; but that 
which leflens this Art in England by our own 
Gentry, as well as Foreigners, is, that a 
great many pretend to teach this Art who 
know nothing of the matter, and when? 
thofe Sparks are difcovered by any Gen- 
tlemen of our own Country, or by Fo- 
reigners, they conclude all other Matters 
to be like them, unlett they are intimately 
acquainted with fome of the belt of them.. 

And this is the reafon that makes us 
lofc that Efteem which we deferve, and 
fo ’tis carried to the Matters in France j 
but if it were here, as it is in < Faris i that 
no Man fhould profefs Teaching, except 
he were an approved Matter, and had a 
Patent for Teaching j we Cbould not have 
(by fome Hundreds/ fo many Pretenders 
that carry the Title of Matters. 

SchoL When a Man comes into the Field 
to fight,. is there no Advantage or Difad-, 
vantage to be taken in the Ground ? 

Map. 
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Majl. Yes, there is$ when you Chal- 
lenge, or are Challenged, if you draw with 
the Difad vantage of the Weather, as Rain, 
Snow, Wind or Sun in your Face, all thefe 
are a Difadvantage to you, or if the Ground 
you Hand on be worfe, you mufl follow 
this Dire< 5 tion to change Ground with 
him: As foon as you perceive all thefe 
againft you, engage him in Carte, difin- 
gage in Tierce, ftepping your Right-Foot 
a-crofs at the fame time, bringing the Heel 
overagainft your Left-Toe 5 then change 
again in Carte, bringing your Left-Foot 
up, which brings you in a Pofture, and 
upon your Guard j thus keep changing 
both Hand and Foot till you get all the 
Advantage of the Weather, or the Ground, 
then make the beft on’t: In taking this 
Ground, if your Adverfary does not move 
Hand and Foot the fame way with you, 
every time you change he is much ex- 
pofed to your Thruft, and you may have 
the Fortune to hit him. 
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But befure, whenever you fight, that 
you are free from Paflion j. for if a Man 
be the bell Swords-Man in the Kingdom, 
and fights when in Paflion, he difordershim- 
felf to that degree, that he cannot make ufe 
of all his Judgment. If a Man comes to 
Fence with Sharps or Blunts, let him have 
Prefence of Mind, and be always thinking 
how to hit him 5 and no Man that under- 
ftands Fencing can have a greatex Advan- 
tage of his Aaverfary, tho’ he fences never 
fo well, than when he is guilty of that 
foolifh thing call’d Paflion. 

Scbot. What Length mult a Sword be 
to Fight with ? 

Maji. Thirty Six Inches in the Blade is 
tong enough to fight with, and no longer 
is proper $ for if a Sword be too longj 
after a Thruft is made and parried, ’tis 
harder, to recover to a Parrade with fuch, 
than with one of a middle fize. 

Schot. What Sort of Sword is bell to 
Fight with ? 
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Mdjl. You mud always chufe a Sword, 
well mounted, very (tiff, with a flat Han- 
dle, both rough and long chough betwixt 
the Pummel and the Shell, then you will 1 
have a better Gripe, and it will: not be To-’ 
foon flurted out of your Hand. 

The belt Blades for Fencing are the 
SpiiwJ] r Tucks, but they are too heavy 
for Duelling, except they are very fhort, 
which will not be proper to be .ufed * io • 
that Iadvifeyou to chufe a Ger.mam Blade y 
for they are both good and light. ■< ' r 

Schol. How mud I thruft with a Left-' 
handed Man ? 

Maft. It is very troublefome for a Right- 
handed Man to fence with one ’that "■•v. 
Left, except they are taught how $. L I 
your Carte is his Tierce , and. Tierie 'hi : 
Carte , which alters the Property oL your 
Wrift, and makes the Left-Hand: have, thr : 
Advantage, becaufe he is always taught 1 to; 
fence with his Right, io< his Carte is you ’ 
Tierce , and his Tierce your Carte , and to 
all the reft of the Thrufts are given contrary* 
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I (hall omit giving you any more 
Leflons, for thofe I have fhewed you are ' 
fufficient to make you a compleat Swords- 
Man, if you will but pra&ice them very 
neat 5 for no Man can Fence well without 
he Fences Gentile, and with a great deal 
•of Air and Life in his Body 3 that is, every 
Thruft mud come free from him with a great 
deal of eafe, without buftling or pa/lion, 
and thele are the Signs of a great Com- 
mand in Fencing* I could add a great 
many more Leuons, but I think what I 
have taught you here, are more than you’ll 
make ule of. 

Nor had I fhewed you fo many, 
but i know that one Man fancies one 
Lelfon more than he does another: and 
here l have taught the chiefeft on the 
Sword, fo you may take your Choice 5 for 
there arc none of them but are very good, 
and if you’ll practice them according to 
Dire< 5 tion, then I doubt not but you’ll 
be a compleat Sword’s-Man, and as loon 
as I know you are Matter of thefe LelTons, 

1 
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I fhall very foon after make a Second 
Edition concerning the whole Art of the 
Sword. 

SchoL Sir, I- fhall take a great ideal of 
Pains with what you have fhewed me, and 
will practice them till 1 am Matter of ’em, 
then I hope I fhall; be a compleat Swords- 
Man, for which I return you many Thanks. 

Mafi. It will be for your Advantage, 
and my Credit that you were fo; and if 
you make ufe of Blunts, I hope you 
will have no occafion to ufe any other. 
In a little time you fhall hear further from; 
me^ and fo Farewel. 
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